
 
 

Mid Lancashire Area 

 

 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Sat 27th Jan 18 

Agenda 
 

1. Apologies for Absence – please enter details on board circulating. 

2.  Minutes of the 2017 AGM. 

3. Matters arising. 

 

4. Annual Report & Statement of Accounts  
 

5. Election of Honorary Officers: 

 The following is the list from last year’s AGM - 

  President No nominations  

  Vice Presidents Roger Brickell  

                      Chairman                  Brian Dearnaley 

  Vice Chairman Eric Crichton 

  Secretary David Kelly   

  Treasurer  Eric Crichton (see note) 

  Footpaths   Joe Howard  

  Publicity Kevin Matthews 

  Web Master Eric Crichton 

           Note – Eric Crichton wishes to stand down as Treasurer - Carole Chandler has 
indicated she is prepared to serve as Treasurer. 

  

6. Appointment of Honorary Auditor 
 Ken Standring has audited the Area’s accounts for the last three years 

but has indicated that he does not wish to continue. 
 

7. Consideration of Motions of which notice has been given in writing: 
       None 

8. Approval of Motion for Submission to General Council. 

  None  

 

9. Any Other Business 
 

 
There will be an item about Morris Dancing after the completion of the formal part of 
the AGM. 
 
PTO – for an update on various issues. 

 At the heart of walking 
www.ramblers.org.uk 

 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/


 
 
 
Lancs County Council - Countryside Service 
 

The plans of Lancashire County Council (LCC) regarding the Countryside Service are at the moment 
rather vague. Last year it was reported that LCC were intending by the end of 2017 to cease the Ranger 
Service as part of their efforts to reduce expenditure which was linked to the Government’s budget cutting 
programme. It was also reported that LCC had invited voluntary / charitable type organisations to take 
over the running of 90 sites. The sites were to remain free for those on foot, but other items could be 
charged for e.g. car parking, activities. LCC were under whelmed by the response with only 13 completed 
proposals being received.  
 
The latest information is that only 12 sites are going to be progressed with transfer of management of the 
sites to voluntary groups, which means that 78 sites are going to remain with LCC. It looks as though that 
LCC are probably going to retain two Rangers, one of whom is going to be concerned with volunteers, with 
two full time support staff and one part time support staff. 
 
 

Footpaths in Lancashire have reached an unwelcome milestone 
 

Concern has been expressed for some time about  the slow deterioration in the state of the public 
footpaths in Lancashire, with the recent update from LCC indicating that the number of outstanding faults 
is now in excess of 5,000 which is an increase of over 500% in seven and a bit years. This is illustrated by 
the following table - 
 

  Jul-10 Jul-11 Jul-12 Jul-13 Jul-14 Jul-15 Jul-16 Jul-17 Jan-18 

Outstanding faults 790 1014 1583 2374 2884 3269 3805 4525 5180 

 
A press release has been issued about this which featured Preston FP 5 (Tun Brook – part of the Ribble 
Way) which was officially closed in 2013 following a landslide that caused the path to become narrow and 
concerns being expressed about a bridge support. We are aware that some walkers continue to use this 
footpath, although the path is now narrow - but users of the path will need to be very careful. 
 
 

Path on Spitlers Edge 
 

Last year it was stated that the path works on the southern parts of Spitlers Edge had resulted in an 
improvement where flag stones had been used and where soil inversion techniques had been used on 
shallow peat. However the soil inversion techniques on deeper peat appear not to have worked, for parts 
of the path on occasions has a wet look about it.  No further developments have occurred.  
 

We are not against experiments to see if existing techniques can be extended to other types of ground, 
but it needs to be accepted that such experiments will involve an element of risk. 
 
What is now needed on Spitlers Edge is for – 

a) A few more flag stones to be laid on the southern part of Spitlers Edge. 
b) Some flag stones on the northern part of Spitlers Edge to be re-laid for after more than two 

decades of good service a few flags are starting to sink. 
 
Normally the Countryside Service would have arranged for such works to take place, but LCC are in the 
process of reducing the size of the Countryside Service, without any alternative means being available. It 
is our intention to continue raising this matter in contacts with LCC. 
 
As part as the future of paths in upland areas are concerned the soil inversion techniques should only be 
used on shallow peat, but elsewhere flag stones are going to be needed.  
 
David Kelly 
Jan 18 


