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RAMBLERS' ASSOCIATION 
 

Mid Lancashire Area 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at the Coach House, Astley Hall, 
Chorley on Sunday 5th February 2017 at 1:30 pm. 
 
PRESENT Eric Crichton  (Vice Chairman/Treasurer) 
  David Kelly  (Secretary) 
  plus 40 members were present. 

 
APOLOGIES  Apologies were received from 14 members. 
   
1. Eric Crichton welcomed all those present to the meeting. A message from Kevin Matthews stating 

that he needed to be in Nottingham for family reasons was read out to the meeting. 
  

2.  Minutes of the 2016 AGM 
 The minutes of the AGM held on 13th Feb 2016 had been made available to all present. It was 

proposed by Alan Blundell and seconded by David Thompson that the Minutes be accepted. The 
minutes were then approved. 

 
3.   Matters arising 
 None  

 
4. Annual Report & Statement of Accounts 
 Copies of the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ending 30th Sep 2016 were 

available at the meeting.  
 
These were accepted by the members present.  

 
5. Election of Honorary Officers 
 The following Officers were elected / re-elected - 

 President No nominations made 
    Name Proposed Seconder 

 Chairman   Brian Dearnaley Eileen Dearnaley David Thompson  

 It was proposed that the other existing post holders would be elected on-block, which was 
accepted by the meeting.  

 Vice Presidents Roger Brickell      )  

 Vice Chairman            Eric Crichton         )     

 Secretary David Kelly          ) John McKenzie David Thompson 

 Treasurer  Eric Crichton        )  

 Footpaths   Joe Howard          ) 
 

 Then the following post was filled - 

 Publicity  Kevin Matthews    Pat Hough Alan Blundell  
 
 Eric Crichton then proposed that Carole Chandler be added to the Area Committee for Carole is 

likely to become the next Area Treasurer when he retires from the post next year. This was 
seconded by Pat Hough and was then accepted by the meeting.  
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6. Appointment of Honorary Auditor 
 It was proposed by Eileen Entwistle and seconded by John Leyland that Ken Standring should be 

appointed as auditor. This was accepted by the meeting. 
 
7. Consideration of Motions given in writing 
 None 
 
8. Motion for Submission to General Council (National AGM) 
 None 
 
 National Office will pay for two delegates from each Area to attend General Council. Each Area 

can then pay for an observer to also attend General Council, but Mid Lancs Area has not sent an 
observer for several years. Kevin Matthews, Brian Dearnaley and David Kelly are prepared to 
attend. It was agreed that the Area could send an observer this year to General Council. 

 
9. Any Other Business 
 David Kelly had provided on the Agenda paper an update regarding the desire by Lancashire 

County Council to cease the Countryside Service in 2017 and also about Spitlers Edge. 
 
 Eric Crichton stated that the Area’s web site is now back in operation - www.lancashire-

ramblers.org.uk 
 
 Eric Crichton proposed that ‘All elected or co-opted committee members of the Mid Lancashire 

Area Committee may be registered on the bank account(s) both as physical and online signatories. 
The Committee may authorise changes during the year of which committee members are 
signatories.’ This was accepted by the meeting. 

 
 David Thompson stated that it is planned to have another Festival of Winter Walks in 2017/18, for 

which it may be useful to have more co-ordination. Eric Crichton stated that the Area had 
attempted to have its own Walks Festival in June 2016, but it had been decided not to repeat the 
exercise. David Thompson commented that if we continue as we are, then Preston Group is likely 
within ten years to cease to exist. 

 
 Judith Schmuhl commented that the membership is declining and that it is becoming more difficult 

to find walks leaders. 
 
 David Morris stated that the members of the ‘Lancashire Young Persons Walking Group’ were 

slowly becoming older and that the word ‘Young’ no longer seemed appropriate. The process had 
been started to change the name of the Group to ‘Hike on Lancashire’.  

 
 John McKenzie stated that the footpaths in Lancashire are deteriorating and that writing a letter 

about this to Lancashire County Council does not seem to have any effect. David Kelly stated that 
letters had been sent in the past year to County Councillor Marcus Johnstone the Cabinet Member 
for the Environment and County Councillor John Fillis the Cabinet Member for Highways. The 
replies received expressed sympathy but did not result in the desired action.  

 
The situation now is that the single report of a problem is not likely to result in any action being 
taken, for staff at Lancashire County Council appear not to take action until a few reports have 
been received, therefore it would appear sensible to make further reports of issues using 
alternative methods in order to give the impression of multiple reports being made of an issue. 

 
10. The AGM was then closed at 2:00pm.  
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