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RAMBLERS' ASSOCIATION 
 

Mid Lancashire Area 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at the Mountain Rescue Premises, 
Garstang on Saturday 13th February 2016 at 2:15 pm. 
 
PRESENT Kevin Matthews (Chairman) 
  David Kelly  (Secretary) 
  Eric Crichton  (Treasurer) 
 plus 29 members and Jeremy Kenyon (Board of Trustees) were also present. 
 
APOLOGIES  Apologies were received from 1 member. 
   
1. Kevin Matthews welcomed all those present to the meeting. 

  
2.  Minutes of the 2015 AGM 
 The minutes of the AGM held on 1st March 2015 had been made available to all 

present. The minutes were approved. 
 

3.   Matters arising 
 None  

 
4. Annual Report & Statement of Accounts 

 Copies of the Annual Report for the year ending 30th Sep 2015 were available at 
the meeting. Brian Allman asked what the future of Pathwatch was. 

 
Jeremy Kenyon asked how many had participated in Pathwatch and several 
members indicated they had. Jeremy then asked how many had used the mobile 
phone app and only 2 members indicated. Then Jeremy asked how many 
members had made reports via the traditional post and nobody indicated. Jeremy 
continued by acknowledging the short comings of Pathwatch that were 
mentioned in the Area’s Annual Report. 
 
Pathwatch will continue in 2016 as a ‘Find and Share’ in which members are to 
be urged to report issues they find whilst out walking. 
 
Brian Allman stated that from the monies obtained by Lancashire County Council 
to improve the Chorley Circular Walk had allowed for one interpretation board to 
be provided. If a request was made for use of RA funds to provide a second 
interpretation board, then what would be the position ? Eric Crichton stated that 
money is available to spend on suitable projects, for which more details would be 
required. 
 
It was proposed by Bryan Rawlinson and seconded by Brian Allman that the 
Annual Report and Accounts should be accepted. These were accepted by the 
members present.  

 
5. Election of Honorary Officers 

 The following Officers were elected / re-elected - 

 President No nominations made 
    Name Proposed Seconder 

 Vice Presidents Roger Brickell  Eric Crichton Kevin Matthews 
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 Chairman   Kevin Matthews Eric Waterhouse Tony Clarkson   

 Vice Chairman          Eric Crichton             Tony Clarkson David Thompson 

 Secretary David Kelly  Brian Allman        Bryan Rawlinson 

 Treasurer  Eric Crichton  Geoff Wright        David Thompson 

 Footpaths   Joe Howard Eileen Dearnaley  Kath Allman 
 

Kevin Matthews stated that he would like this to be his last year as the Chairman 
of the Area. 

 
Tony Clarkson stated that he was retiring from attending Area meetings. Kevin 
stated that his knowledge of many subjects will be missed. 

 
6. Appointment of Honorary Auditor 
 It was proposed by Eileen Entwistle and seconded by Kevin Matthews that Ken 

Standring should be appointed as auditor. This was accepted by the meeting. 
 
7. Consideration of Motions given in writing 
 None 
 
8. Motion for Submission to General Council 
 None 
 
9. Any Other Business 

 David Kelly stated in January flag stones and aggregates were flown in by 
helicopter so that the footpath on the southern section of Spitlers Edge could be 
improved. The work is expected to be completed by March. 

 
 Attention was drawn to a note on the bottom of the Agenda about the proposal 

by Lancashire County Council to close the Countryside Service by Spring 2018 
and the need for individual members to make their own personal comments. A 
question was asked how this would affect public footpaths. David Kelly stated 
that the budgets for Public Rights of Way and Countryside were separate, but 
sometimes rangers did work that did benefit a public footpath. Marian Owen 
stated that most of the Consultation Document was seeking opinions regarding 
getting community groups and parish councils involved with countryside work. 

 
 Jeremy Kenyon stated that the RA may need a new approach to the way that 

footpath problems are handled. It is probably the case that 10% of landowners 
are good, with 10% bad and the rest are just busy and unaware of the state of 
the footpaths. It could be that the best way initially is to give the landowner a 
simple polite reminder. A question was asked about how somebody could find 
the details of a landowner. Jeremy stated that the land registry web site allowed 
users to zoom in to a patch of ground about 5m square and then for a payment 
of £3 for each request to find the details of the landowner. 

 
 It was commented that footpath secretaries already have enough to do and that 

we need to keep things simple. Jeremy acknowledged the comment and stated 
that the RA needs to work more with landowners. 

 
 Brian Allman gave thanks for the organization of the day. 
 
10. The AGM was then closed at 3:00pm. 

 


