
National Grid
This grid is UNIQUE to the UK.
Other countries may do something similar but 
it is not the same.

Each Two Letter code represents a square of 
100Km

While there is an element of consistency in the 
letter codes, it is not complete.
Where is HO?
What happened at TA?

The areas most familiar to us are:-
SD locally and up to South Lakes
NY North Lakes
SH Snowdon.

Grid References are based on the bottom left 
corner of a square.

(the numbers in brackets define the squares by Row and Column)
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National GridThere can be 6, 8 or 10 Digits in a Grid 
Reference. Always an even number.

We rarely use more than 6. Normal 
maps are simply not large enough to go 
further.  A 25K map could approximate 8 
digits.

Half the digits refer to the horizontal 
distance (Eastings)
The other half refer to the vertical 
distance (Northings)

TL 623 317 is shown on the right.

Move left to right to 62. 
Estimate 3 tenths further.
Move upward to 31
Estimate 7 tenths further.

Use a ruler (or a compass!)

(NOTE: North is always upwards)

Working out a Location
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